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is found largely in France, Germany, Worth America,
Ceylon, China, and many other countries. When nitre is
treated with sulphuric acid in a retort, and heat applied,
nitric acid is evolved and lisulphate of potash remains
behind. The acid is condensed in a receiver, and when
the operation has been conducted with care it is very
nearly pure.

For commercial purposes nitric acid is frequently made
from nitrate of soda, a cheaper salt than nitre. The
apparatus employed in making this acid is similar to that
employed in manufacturing muriatic acid. A series of iron
retorts are ranged in a row, built up with brickwork, and
with a furnace fire beneath, the heat from which plays
equally over the retorts. A series of three-necked carboys
with bent tubes to connect them with each other, and also
with the retorts, are placed in position to receive the acid
as it distils over.

The salt (nitrate of soda or nitrate of potash) is first
placed in the retort, the lid of which is then carefully
luted tight. The proper proportion of concentrated
sulphuric acid is then poured into the retort through an
aperture on its upper surface. The aperture is then con-
nected, by a long glass tube, with a series of balloons,
which, again, are connected with a certain number of empty
receivers, which may be made either of glass or stoneware.

The furnace fires are then lighted, and the heat gradually
raised until the acid passes over and condenses in the
receivers. It is necessary that the sulphuric acid employed
should be wry concentrated, otherwise it will act upon the
metal of the retorts.

Nitric acid may be purified by redistillation at a
moderate heat.